Tissue Doppler echocardiography contribution to the diagnosis of upper extremities venous thrombosis.
We present the case of a 35-year-old man with a history of beta-thalassemia complicated with heart failure who was admitted to our department because of right arm painful swelling. A transthoracic echo-Doppler study revealed a mass within the right jugular vein (RJV) lumen and absence of flow within the right subclavian vein (RSV). Subsequently, color tissue Doppler echocardiography clearly demonstrated the intraluminal mass by means of its different color hues as compared with the surrounding vessel wall, further enforcing the suspicion of upper extremity vein thrombosis (UEVT). It is emphasized that tissue Doppler echocardiography, a safe and reproducible method, can contribute to the diagnosis of UEVT.